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operated farther west, and held from the National CHAP.XXVI
front quite as many men as could be spared for
offensive operations. It is safe to say that more
than half the National army were engaged in guard-
ing lines of supplies, or were on leave, sick in hos-
pital, or on detail which prevented their bearing
arms. Then, again, large forces were employed
where no Confederate army confronted them. I
deem it safe to say that there were no large en-
gagements where the National numbers compen-
sated for the advantage of position and intrench-
ment occupied by the enemy.

While I was in pursuit of General Lee, the Presi-
dent went to Richmond in company with Admiral
Porter, and on board his flag-ship. He found the
people of that city in great consternation. The
leading citizens among the people who had re-
mained at home surrounded him, anxious that
something should be done to relieve them from
suspense. General Weitzel was not then in the
city, having taken offices in one of the neighbor-
ing villages after his troops had succeeded in sub-
duing the conflagration which they had found in
progress on entering the Confederate capital. The
President sent for him, and on his arrival a short
interview was had on board the vessel, Admiral
Porter and a leading citizen of Virginia being also
present. After this interview the President wrote
an order in about these words, which I quote from
memory: " General Weitzel is authorized to permit
the "body calling itself the Legislature of Virginia
to meet for the piirpose of recalling the Virginia
troops from the Confederate armies."

Immediately some of the gentlemen composingng men. Tho con-
